
 1 

PHI 3601 ETHICS:  
Office: Department of Philosophy, DM 340B 

Email: escarbro@fiu.edu 
Office hours: T/Th 3:45-4:45, W 12:45-1:45 

Phone: 305-348-2485 
Website: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro 

Office hours: escarbro.appointy.com 

 
ETHICS: SPECIFIC COURSE AIMS: ............................................................................................................. 2 

PHILOSOPHY: GENERAL COURSE AIMS: ................................................................................................. 2 

REQUIRED TEXT: .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ...................................................................................................................... 3 

E-MAIL: ....................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
TIPS ON WRITING PHILOSOPHY .......................................................................................................................................... 3 
BLOOM’S TAXONOMY ..................................................................................................................................................... 3 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE: ...................................................................................................... 4 

UNINTERRUPTED READING ...................................................................................................................................... 4 
ENGAGE: ................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
TAKE RISKS: .............................................................................................................................................................. 4 
CULTIVATE ATTENTION .......................................................................................................................................... 4 

COURSE OUTLINE WITH FALL 2019 DATES ............................................................................................. 5 

ASSIGNMENTS: ............................................................................................................................................... 7 

RUBRIC FOR CLASS PARTICIPATION GRADE- ............................................................................................ 9 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: CLASS PREPAREDNESS ..................................................................... 10 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: WEEKLY JOUNRAL QUESTIONS .................................................... 11 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATION ........................................................ 12 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: MIDTERM & FINAL QUIZ ................................................................. 13 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: ETHICS CHALLENGES ...................................................................... 14 

ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges ..................................................................................................... 15 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:  Ethics Challenge Kant ............................................................................................... 17 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges -Aristotle ....................................................................................... 20 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges -Ethics Bowl .................................................................................. 21 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: FINAL PAPER PROPOSAL ................................................................. 22 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: FINAL PAPER ........................................................................................ 25 

 

  



 2 

 

Ethics: Specific Course aims: 
 
Ethics, which deals with questions about right and wrong action, is arguably the most important field 
within philosophy. The overall goal of this course is to teach you how to think about and critically 
evaluate philosophical arguments about ethical questions. The major aims of the course are as follows: 
 

1. (Normative Ethics) To provide an introduction to various moral theories. We will be discussing 
Utilitarianism, Kantianism, Virtue Ethics, Care Ethics, Contractarianism, and (hopefully) 
Particularism and Pluralism. These normative ethical theories will provide a framework for our 
discussions  

2. (Meta-Ethics) To provide an introduction to some major questions in meta-ethics.  This course 
should help you to see how rational argument in morality works and to appreciate the force and 
limits of such arguments. The course should also help you to appreciate what moral theory is, 
how it can be important in your life and in society in general, how it can be valid and powerful, 
even though not always capable of producing consensus. 

3. (Applied Ethics) To provide a space for refining your views on a series of important applied 
ethical topics.  
 

Philosophy: General Course aims: 
 

(1) Reading Comprehension: involves close reading all the assigned texts; 
 

(2) Philosophical Writing: involves completing a variety of written assignments designed to 
teach you how good philosophical writing differs from other familiar types of writing (this is a 
Gordon’s Rule course); 

 
(3) Class Discussion: involves actively, respectfully engaging with your peers and instructor 

about philosophically complex, abstract theories that have implications for how we should 
make choices and live our lives. 

 
Success in this course requires you to prepare yourself for class discussion by reading critically, to defend 
your own views with reasons and arguments, and to give a good faith effort to develop your philosophical 
skills, both verbally and in writing. 
 

Required Text: 
 

(1) Timmons, Mark, ed. Conduct & Character: Readings in Moral Theory, 4th Ed. 
(Thomson / Wadsworth, 2003). ($20 used via amazon, bookfinder.com)  

 
(2) PDFs will be available on CANVAS 
 
(3) You will also need to be able to look up articles via our library website.  
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Important Information 

E-mail:  
escarbro@fiu.edu 
 
Website with helpful hints: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro 
 
Tips on writing philosophy: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/tips-for-
writing-a-philosophy-paper/ 

 
 
Sign-up for Office Hours: escarbro.appointy.com 

All readings appear as PDFs on our CANVAS website OR can be 
accessed through our library.   
 
 
 
 
 
As a Safe Zone Ally, I can help connect you with resources on 
campus to address problems you may face that interfere with your 
academic and social success on campus as it relates to issues 
surrounding sexual orientation/gender identity. My goal is to help 
you be successful and to maintain a safe and equitable campus.  
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy  
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How to succeed in this course: 
 
Uninterrupted reading: One of our three learning goals is reading comprehension. I 
will assign a significant amount of reading. I do not expect that you understand all of the 
reading, but I do expect a good faith effort at reading the text. Reading philosophical 
texts is much harder than reading the newspaper or a friend’s twitter feed. Expect to 
dedicate 1 hour for every 10 pages of philosophical reading (or more).  If you are 
struggling with an article, look at my tips and tricks for reading dense philosophy (found 
on my website). I advise you to print out your articles and highlight them, mark them up, 
and write notes on the text. I also advise you taking notes about the articles on a separate 
piece of paper (LOOK AT THIS TECHNIQUE:https://lawpreview.barbri.com/taking-
notes-in-law-school/) 
 

 
 
Engage: The best way to learn is to practice with your fellows in a safe 
learning environment. Since you and your peers have different experiences 
with philosophy and culture, your peers are also valuable resources for 
learning. Your comments, questions, and responses help make us all better 
philosophers. Engaging also mean engaging with course reading. Try to find 
connections between our readings and your other classes. Talk to your 
family members and non-philosopher friends about the ideas we discuss in 
class! 
 
 

 
 
Take risks: We must experiment and take risks to learn. I was a shy student so I 
know how difficult it can be to speak up in class but I urge you to practice courage 
in public speaking. Try to aim to make 1 public comment per class. For those of 
you who find public speaking very easy, I urge you to practice active listening and 
attempt to go for 30 minutes in class without speaking.  Taking risks also entails 
epistemic humility: come to class with an open mind. Play with ideas you find 
different than your own. Much of what we will be discussing is controversial – try 
to move past gut reactions.   
 

 
 

Cultivate Attention: We live in a world with built-in distractions 
and philosophy requires deep thinking. We will practice techniques 
in class which require us to expand our attention spans. Try hard 
not to look at your phone, email, text messages during class. When 
you are at home reading, set a timer and try to read (and only read) 
for the allotted amount of time (start with 10 or 20 minutes at first 
and build your way up). Philosophy is hard to do in a distracted 
world. I’ve found Cal Newport’s book Deep Work: Rules for 
Focused Success in a Distracted World very helpful.  
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Course Outline with Fall 2019 Dates 
Book: Conduct and Character 4th ed (C&C) 

 

Week/Notes Topic Reading Assignments 

 1 (Aug 27, Aug 29) 
 

Introduction 
& The Nature and 
Evaluation of 
Moral Theories  

Tuesday: None 
Thursday: C&C Chapter 1 

 

2 (Sep 3, Sep 5) 
 

Metaethics: 
Relativism and 
Divine Command 
Theory  

Tuesday: CLASS CANCELLED 
Thursday: Rachels – Relativism (C&C, 
65)Timmons-Does Morality Depend on 
God’s Commands? (C&C,47) 
 

 

3 (Sep 10, Sep 12) Metaethics: Why 
be moral? 
Psychological 
egoism 

Tuesday: Plato – Ring of Gyges (C&C 
17); Rachels- Egoism and Moral 
Skepticism (C&C, 25) 
Thursday: Hobbes (selections, PDF) 

 

4 (Sep 17, Sep 19) 
 

Normative theories: 
Utilitarianism  

Tuesday: Bentham – The Principle of 
Utility (C&C 102) 
Thursday: Mill – In Defense of 
Utilitarianism (C&C 108) 

 

5 (Sep 24, Sep 26) Normative theories: 
Application & 
Criticism of 
Utilitarianism 

Tuesday: Singer – Famine, Affluence, 
and Morality (PDF) 
Thursday: Williams – Critique of UTL 
(PDF) 

Singer Ethics 
Challenge (Tues 
before class) 

6 (Oct 1, Oct 3) Normative theories: 
Kantianism  

Tuesday: Kant selections (C&C, 146) 
Thursday: O’Neill “Kant on Treating 
People as Ends in Themselves” (C&C, 166)  

Kant Challenge 
(Thurs before 
class) 

7 (Oct 8,  
 
OCT 10 NO CLASS 

Normative 
Theories: 
Criticisms of 
Kantianism / 
Application 

Tuesday: Mill criticizing Kant (PDF), 
O’Neill – Between Consenting Adults 
(PDF) 
Thursday: NO CLASS / TAKE HOME 
MIDTERM  

Midterm Quiz 

8 (Oct 15, Oct 17) Normative 
Theories: Virtue 
Ethics 
 

Tuesday: Aristotle (C&C 179) 
(Recommended - Nussbaum – Non-
Relative Virtues (PDF) 
Thursday: Dorris - Anti-Globalism about 
character (PDF – read 20-26, 28-39, we 
will skim 39-51 in class)  
 

Virtue Ethics 
Challenge I 
(Thurs before 
class)   
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9 (Oct 22, Oct 24) 
 

Normative 
Theories: Ethics of 
Care  

Tuesday: Gilligan – Moral Orientation 
and Moral Development (C&C 228), Held 
– Feminist Ethical Theory (C&C 237)  
Thursday: Card – Caring and Evil (C&C 
255)  

Virtue Ethics 
Challenge II 
(Thurs before 
class)   

10 (Oct 29, Oct 31) 
 

Ethics and the 
Good Life  

Tuesday: Wolf – Moral Saints (PDF) 
Thursday: Catch-Up Day  

 

11 (Nov 5, Nov 7)   Applied ethics: 
Animals 

Tuesday: Singer – All Animals are Equal 
(PDF) and Ko- Aphro-isms: Essay on 
Veganism from Two Sisters -(selections-
PDF) 
Thursday: Regan (PDF) 
Suggested: Hursthouse on animals (for a 
virtue ethical perspective) (PDF) 

Final paper 
proposal due 
November 1 

12 (Nov 12, Nov 14) Applied Ethics: 
What do we owe 
our disabled 
citizens? Issues of 
Justice 

Tuesday: Rawls – Justice as Fairness 
(PDF), Nussbaum’s Capabilities Approach 
(PDF) 
Thursday: Nussbaum – The Capabilities 
of People with Cognitive Disabilities (PDF) 
OR Berube – Equality, Freedom, and/or 
Justice For all: A Response to Nussbaum 
(PDF)  

 

13 (Nov 19, Nov 21) 
 

Applied Ethics: 
Oppression  

Tuesday: Frye – Oppression (PDF), 
Young – 5 Faces of Oppression (PDF – 
short)  
Thursday: Hay – Obligation to Resist 
Oppression (PDF) 

 

14 (Nov 26,  
 
No class on Thursday, 
Nov 28 for 
Thanksgiving) 

Applied Ethics: 
Ethics Bowl Cases  

Tuesday: TBD – Ethics Bowl Case 
Thursday: No class Thanksgiving  

Ethics Bowl 
Challenge 
(Tuesday before 
class) 

15  (Dec 3, Dec 5) FINAL WEEK  Tuesday: Calhoun – Standing for 
Something (PDF) 
Thursday: Final in class quiz  

Final Quiz 

16 (Finals week) 
 

  Paper / Project 
Presentation  
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Assignments: 
Attendance and Participation 10% (10 points):  You are 
required to attend class sessions. Attendance includes being awake, alert, 
and prepared. Participation is vital to your success in this class. You are 
being graded on the quality of your contribution to the class. There is a 
rubric for how I grade class participation in the last section of this 
Course Handbook. Excessive absences can lower your grade and at 
most can penalize you 10% of your final grade (so from an A to a B).   

 
Class preparedness quiz 6% (6 points):  I will be starting out some 
of our sessions with a question or two from our reading. At the 
beginning of each class I will ask you to answer these questions. The 
purpose is to show me you made a good faith effort to read the texts 
assigned before class. Class will not be fun if folks do no put in the work 
ahead of time.  This task corresponds to the lowest level of Bloom’s 
taxonomy- recalling important facts (in this case the major thesis of the 
paper).  

Weekly Journal Questions and Reflections 35% (35 points) 
You will be required to write in your on-line journal (on CANVAS). 
Each journal entry must contain two elements: 

 
 (1) A brief summary of the argument in one of the assigned  
  articles. Minimum word count: 350 words. (4 pts) 

 (2) Two questions for discussion about the text. (1 pt)  

Journal entries are turned in on CANVAS by the start of class and 
cannot be handed in late without penalty (-1 per day). These are 
designed to encourage class participation and are designed to help you 
write your papers. You only have to complete 7 journal entries to 
receive full credit. You may complete one extra journal for up to 5 extra 
credit points.  This task correspond to “understanding” and “applying” 
in Bloom’s taxonomy.  

Individual Presentation:  6% (6 Points) Week 1 you will sign up 
for a slot for your presentation. The presentation may last no fewer than 
3 minutes and no more than 5 minutes. The presentation must three 
slides explaining a key concept from the article and must include three 
discussion questions.  

   Midterm and Final Quiz (Both 8% = 16% total) (16 Points) 
Twice during the semester, you will take a quiz where you are expected to answer 
short answer essay questions about our text. These questions will ask you to 
apply, analyze, and evaluate concepts discussed in class and in the readings. The 
midterm quiz will be handed out via CANVAS ANNOUNCEMENT on 
October 9th and must be handed in by 11:59 pm. The final quiz will be on the 
last day of class and will be in person. Please bring a blue book. Each quiz is 
worth 8% or 8 points.  
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Ethics Challenges (2% each, 8% total) (8 points, 2 points each) 
You will have four “ethics challenges” through the course. These will be quick 
exercises you will either have to hand in during class or via CANVAS.  

 
Final Paper (15% final paper, 4% paper proposal) (15 points, 4 
points = 19 pts total) 
You will have to write a final paper for this class on a topic of your choosing. I 
will give you a few sample paper topics you may choose from but I encourage 
you to find your own topic. 4 points of 19 points total are allocated for your paper 
proposal. 15 points are allocated for the final paper. More information will be 
given on CANVAS.  

 
Grading Scale:  A = 93-100%, A- = 90-92%, B+ = 87-89%, B = 83-86%, B- = 80-82%, 
C+ = 77-79%, C = 73-76%, C- = 70-72%, D+ = 67-69%, D = 63-66%, D- = 60-62%, E = 59% 

and below 
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RUBRIC FOR CLASS PARTICIPATION GRADE- UPPER LEVEL ETHICS CLASS  
PROFESSOR ELIZABETH SCARBROUGH  
 
A = Exemplary 9-10 points B = Competent 8 points C = Developing 7 points D = 0-6 points 
Has missed 3 or fewer classes 
AND 

Has missed 4 or fewer classes 
AND 

Has missed 5  or fewer classes  
AND 

Has missed too many classes to 
receive a grade in the 
participation section of this 
course OR  

Always contributes to the 
discussion BY 

Sometimes contributes to the 
discussion AND  

Rarely Contributes to the 
discussion 

Attends class but never 
contributes to the discussion 
OR 

Raises thoughtful questions, 
brings up revenant issues or 
examples, builds on their 
classmates’ ideas, synthesizes 
readings, expands the class’ 
perspective, is an active 
member in group work 
activities AND  

Is an active member in group 
work activities AND 

Participates in group work 
AND 

Attends class but is disruptive 
and/or takes away from class 
discussion and/or is often the 
student who is not prepared for 
group work  
 

Treats fellow class members 
with respect. “You can disagree 
without being disagreeable.” 

Treats fellow class members 
with respect. “You can disagree 
without being disagreeable.” 

Treats fellow class members 
with respect. “You can disagree 
without being disagreeable.” 
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: CLASS PREPAREDNESS 
ASSIGNMENT NAME :   Class Preparedness 
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  These questions will be asked of you at the beginning of class at random 
intervals.   
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: You will be handed a piece of paper to write your 
answers on.  
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To engage with the course reading <Bloom’s taxonomy ‘understand’ and 
‘remember’>. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
I will ask basic questions about the text at the beginning of some of our course sessions. For example, if the 
title of the piece is “Two Principles of Justice” I might ask you to describe one of the principles. These 
questions are to encourage you to carefully read the text before class. I will not pick tricky questions, but 
rather questions to make sure you understand the main point of the article.  
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each question will be worth 1 point. I will give you a check for full credit, check minus for .5, or 0 for 0 
points.  
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 
You will not receive feedback on these questions but we will go over the answers in class. I am happy to 
provide feedback for your questions during office hours (escarbro.appointy.com) – but not during class 
or right before or after class.  If you miss class and have a legitimate documented excuse (illness, 
family death - not a cold or couldn’t get out of work), you may make up one of these questions by making 
an appointment during office hours (escarbro@fiu.edu). I may choose any reading to give you a question 
from (not just the one you missed).  
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: WEEKLY JOUNRAL QUESTIONS 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Weekly Journal Questions 
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  The journals are to be handed in before class the day we are discussing 
the readings. (1:59 pm)   
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: Each week will have its own CANVAS box where you 
can hand in your journal.   
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To engage with the course reading <Bloom’s taxonomy ‘understand’ and 
‘remember’> and to analyze and evaluate the views (through writing discussion questions).  
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
You will be required to write in your on-line journal (on CANVAS). Each journal entry must contain two 
elements: 

 
  (1) A brief summary of the argument in one of the assigned     
    articles. Minimum word count: 350 words. 

  (2) Two questions for discussion about the text. 

These are designed to encourage class participation and are designed to help you write your papers. You 
only have to complete 7 journal entries to receive full credit. You may complete one extra journal 
for up to 5 extra credit points.  This task correspond to “understanding” and “applying” in Bloom’s 
taxonomy. 
 
Your summary should be a minimum of 350 words and should provide the reader with a general idea of 
what was argued in the article. You may write a short summary per section, or you may write a longer 
paragraph explaining the main themes of the article (you will be asked to do something similar for your ‘lit 
review’ for your final project). You must use proper citations in your journal entries.  
 
You should provide two questions about the text. These should be discussion questions – not questions 
asking the definition of words. They should be question that cannot be easily answered by reading the text 
alone 
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Journal entries are turned in on CANVAS by the start of class and cannot be handed in late without 
penalty (-1 per day). 1 point is allocated toward your questions, and 4 points for your summary.  
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 
I use the journals as an opportunity to correspond with you virtually. I will write a sentence or two 
engaging with your questions.    
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATION 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Individual Presentation 
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  You are assigned a presentation date WEEK 1. It is your responsibility to 
keep track of when your assignment presentation is.  
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: You will present your presentation in class but you will 
also hand in a word doc / prezi / powerpoint / Kahoot or other ‘artifact’ from your presentation in the 
“PRESENTATION” folder in CANVAS.  
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To present philosophical views orally. To engender discussion about complex 
ideas. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

You will have no more than 5 minutes and no fewer than 3 minutes to present the following to 
your class: 

1. Three slides explaining key concepts from the articles.  
2. One slide with three discussion questions.  

 
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
The assignment is worth 6 points. Half will be allocated toward your three expository slides and half for 
your discussion questions. 
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 You will receive a rubric score and a few in-text comments. 
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: MIDTERM & FINAL QUIZ 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Midterm & Final Quiz 
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Midterm = October 11th by 11:59 pm, Final = Last day of class 
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: Midterm = box on CANVAS, Final= bring a 
bluebook to class  
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories.  
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
For both the midterm and the final quiz you will be asked to answer a series of short answer questions. 
These questions will ask you to explain ethical theories and apply them to a case at hand.   
 
The midterm will be open book / open note. You will receive the questions a few days in advance and 
will have to hand in your answers by Friday at 11:59pm. You will have to sign an honor pledge that states 
you did not work on answers together.  
 
The final will be cumulative and will not be open book or open note. You will receive the questions on site 
and will have to sit for your exam during class time.  
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each quiz is worth 8 points.  
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 Midterm = You will receive a score on each question and some general comments.  
 Final = You will receive a score on each question.  
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: ETHICS CHALLENGES 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges  
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Various due dates  
     Singer Challenge – Sept 24  
     Kant Challenge – October 3 
     Aristotle Challenge – Oct 17 (and one week later)  
     Ethics Bowl Challenge – Nov 28 
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT:  
 

Singer Challenge – bring to class  
     Kant Challenge – online (CANVAS) before class 
     Aristotle Challenge – online (CANVAS) before class 
     Ethics Bowl Challenge – bring to class and online (CANVAS) 
before class 
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories and to apply these theories to our 
daily activities. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Each of the four challenges have their own instructions which will be discussed and handed out in class.  
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each challenge is worth 2 points. You will receive 2 points for a good-faith attempt, 1 point for a sloppy or 
partial attempt, and 0 points for a non-attempt.   
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 For those assignment that are handed in on CANVAS you will receive some brief comments from 
me.   
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ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges  
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Various due dates  
     Singer Challenge – Sept 24  
      
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT:  
 

Singer Challenge – bring to class  
    
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories and to apply these theories to our 
daily activities. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

SMALL ASSIGNMENT: TRACKING EXPENSES 
SINGER “FAMINE, AFFLUENCE, AND MORALITY” 

 

For the next 48 hours, please record all of your expenses. I will ask you to 
fill out your “daily expenses” (one time expenses) and a portion of your 
“monthly expenses” (reoccurring fees such as rent, utilities, and 
insurance). You will be required to bring a print out of this “expense 
report” to class.  Please see the example below: 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  
Name: Elizabeth Scarbrough 
 

Daily Expenses  
DATE TIME DESCRIPTION COST 
9/1 8 am  Gas $24 
9/1 10 am Coffee at Starbucks $4.87 
9/1 12:30 pm Lunch at Burger King $8.23 
9/2 2:30 pm Co-pay doctor’s office  $20 
9/2 6 pm B-day present for mom $200 
9/2 8 pm Drinks with friend $22.50 
9/2 9 pm Movie $13.25  

 

Monthly Expenses  
Description Monthly Cost Per 2 day cost (just divide by 30) 
Car lease $260 $8.60 
Ipsy $10 .33 cents 
Groceries  $300 $10 
Netflix & Hulu $20 .66 cents  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

FAQ:  
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Q: But I don’t pay for groceries! I live at home and my parents make all my meals! 

A: Well, I bet your parents are on a budget and can help you estimate how much the cost of your meals 
were. Ask them to estimate (e.g., $2.50 for breakfast) and use that as a guide.  

 

Q: Something really unusual happened during those 48 hours and I spent more money than I thought. 

A: That’s OK! If you ended up spending a lot on concert tickets or a hospital visit during those 48 hours, 
write it down. You will not have to share this information with anyone but me. But if you feel 
uncomfortable about writing something down, then don’t. Try to be as accurate as you can but no one 
will hold it against you if you don’t feel like sharing something.  

 

Q: I have a health problem I don’t want to disclose to you.  

A: Absolutely. You need not disclose anything to me or others you do not want to. If you have a 
“necessary” expense you do not want to discuss, just write: “Necessary expense” and fill out the amount. 
No questions asked.  

 

Feel free to contact me with any other questions you might have.  

 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each challenge is worth 2 points. You will receive 2 points for a good-faith attempt, 1 point for a sloppy or 
partial attempt, and 0 points for a non-attempt.   
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 For those assignment that are handed in on CANVAS you will receive some brief comments from 
me.   
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ASSIGNMENT NAME:  Ethics Challenge Kant    
 

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  October 3  (before class)  

 

WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: Canvas will provide you a space to cut and paste 

 

ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To better understand and apply Kant’s first formulation of the Categorical Imperative  

 

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

You will have to devise a small moral dilemma. Write a few sentences describing this moral dilemma. Make sure the 
dilemma you pick is one where you think your maxim will be REJECTED by the CI procedure (e.g., not morally 
permissible). Then run the dilemma through the CI Procedure. Show your work at each step. You must explain at 
the end if your maxim ends with a contradiction in conception or contradiction in will – and explain what this 
means.  

 

CI PROCEDURE: 

 

The Categorical Imperative Procedure (CI Procedure) 

 

This is a more regimented version of Kant’s first formulation of the Categorical Imperative which states: Act 
according only to those maxims you can will universal laws of nature.  

 

Formulate the maxim (using the crap formulation) 

Formulate a Maxim 

“In circumstances c I take r to be a sufficient reason to do action a in order to achieve purpose p.” 

c = circumstances 

r = reason 

a = action 

p = purpose 

 

Example: The Lying Promise 

In the circumstances that I have no money and I need it, I take my need for money to be a sufficient reason to make 
a lying promise in order to obtain the money.  
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Universalize that maxim. 

 

Example: “In the circumstances that one has no money and they need it, they take their need for money to be a 
sufficient reason to make a lying promise in order to obtain the money.” 

 

Create a corresponding law of nature (a law of nature is something like gravity – something we don’t have control 
over). 

 

Example: “It is a psychological law of nature that in the circumstances that one has no money and they need it, they 
take their need for money to be a sufficient reason to make a lying promise in order to obtain the money.” 

 

Imagine a world identical to our own with only one difference: in this imagined world, your maxim holds as a law of 
nature.  

 

Look for contradictions in this imagined world. Let me know (in a few sentences) if you find either a contradiction in 
conception or a contradiction in will.  

 

Contradiction in Conception: Your maxim cannot be thought of as a universal law (lying promise case: you cannot 
act on your maxim in the imagined world because you would not be able to achieve your purpose). 

Kant’s examples: Lying Promise, Suicide  

Contradiction in Will: Your maxim can be thought of as a universal law but cannot be willed as a universal law. 

Kant’s examples: Development of talents, mutual aid 

 

ASSIGNMENT EXAMPLE: 
 

CRAP FORMULA: In the circumstances that I want to go to the concert and I don’t have enough money for a 
ticket, I take my desire for ticket to be a sufficient reason to lie to my mom in order for her to lend me money to buy 
the ticket.  

UNIVERSALIZE: In the circumstances that everyone wants to go to the concert and everyone doesn’t have enough 
money for a ticket, they take their desire for ticket to be a sufficient reason to lie to their mom in order for her to lend 
them money to buy the ticket.  

LAW OF NATURE: It is a psychological law of nature that in the circumstances that everyone wants to go to the 
concert and everyone doesn’t have enough money for a ticket, they take their desire for ticket to be a sufficient 
reason to lie to their mom in order for her to lend them money to buy the ticket. 

IMAGINE A WORLD: I’m imagining a world identical to my world except that in this world everyone who needs 
money for entertainment would lie to their parents to get money for entertainment. 
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LOOK FOR CONTRADICTIONS: I believe step #4 shows that there would be a contradiction in conception 
because in this imagined world no one’s mother would lend them the money because they would know you are 
lying. The lie would not be effective if everyone lied! Therefore I am unable to achieve my original purpose (P) in 
this imagined world.  

 

HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  

 

These assignments cannot be handed in late and are each worth two points. You will receive full credit for a good 
faith effort, one point for major errors, and 0 points for ‘phoning it in.’  

 

WHAT FEEBACK WILL I RECEIVE ON THIS ASSIGNMENT? 

 

You will only receive feedback justifying your grade on this assignment if you do not receive full credit.   
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ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges -Aristotle  
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Various due dates  
      
     Aristotle Challenge – Oct 17 (and one week later)  
      
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT:  
 
     Aristotle Challenge – online (CANVAS) before class 
     
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories and to apply these theories to our 
daily activities. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
Come up with a virtue that is not on Aristotle’s original list (you will have to look at his original list to 
figure this out). You will have to name the virtue, and detail what the two associated vices are. Once you 
pick your virtue, you will devise a plan on how you will habit yourself to right action. How will you start to 
acquire this virtue? Write a paragraph explaining – referencing our Aristotle reading.  
 
For one week I expect you to attempt to practice this virtue. Keep a log of the times you had to try to 
instantiate it. At the end of the week write a brief paragraph explaining your successes or failures.  
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each challenge is worth 2 points.  
 One point for your initial October 17th description of a virtue and plan for your virtue.  
 One point for your follow up blogging of your attempt to acquire the vitue.  
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 For those assignment that are handed in on CANVAS you will receive some brief comments from 
me.   
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ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Ethics Challenges -Ethics Bowl  
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Various due dates  
      
     Ethics Bowl Challenge – Nov 28 
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT:  
 
     Ethics Bowl Challenge – bring to class and online (CANVAS)  
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories and to apply these theories to our 
daily activities. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
You will be assigned a “team” for our DEBATE DAY. You are expected to type up some debate prep for 
your team. Each team-mate should submit their own work. This is not a group assignment.  
 
Once you receive your debate topic, please provide an outline for your contribution to the debate. Will 
you prep one of the arguments? A rebuttal? Show your work. Use citations. Go outside class material and 
so some research.   
 
Your prep should be your own – it should not overlap with another member of your team. 
 
HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
Each challenge is worth 2 points. You will receive 2 points for a good-faith attempt, 1 point for a sloppy or 
partial attempt, and 0 points for a non-attempt.   
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 For those assignment that are handed in on CANVAS you will receive some brief comments from 
me.   
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: FINAL PAPER PROPOSAL 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Final Paper Proposal   
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  November 1, 11:59 pm  
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT: CANVAS box 
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To understand how to do academic research and devise a research paper of the 
appropriate scope.  
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

You will be required to write a 2 page (minimum), double-spaced, final paper project proposal. 
This proposal should include what text(s) you plan to discuss (and a brief literature review), why 
you think this topic is important and your thesis statement. If you have never written a paper in 
philosophy, I strongly advise you to come see me during office hours to help pick a topic 
(escarbro.appointy.com). Topics will be brainstormed in class and we can keep a running list of 
topics that come up during our discussions.  

Further I will be checking your sources for this paper. You must use sources from analytic 
philosophy. You must choose articles from the following journals:  
 

Ethics specialist journals: Ethics, Journal of Political Philosophy, Journal of Applied Philosophy, 
Philosophy and Public Affairs, Journal of Moral Philosophy, Oxford Studies in Normative Ethics, 
Journal of Ethics, Social Philosophy & Policy, Journal of Social Philosophy, Journal of Value 
Inquiry, Public Affairs Quarterly  

Generalist journals: Philosophical Review, Journal of Philosophy, Australasian Journal of 
Philosophy, Philosopher’s Imprint, Philosophical Studies, Philosophical Quarterly 

Some specialist journals ethics adjacent: Hypatia (feminism), Disability Studies Quarterly 
(disability studies), Critical Philosophy of Race (race)  

If you would like to use an article from a journal NOT listed above, you must clear it with me 
first.  

You will have to present this project proposal in class. Project proposal due Nov 1st (Friday, 11:59 
pm).  

FORMAT: 

Name: 

Topic: 

Philosophical Literature discussed: 

-Please provide bibliographic information of the literature you will 
discuss and 5-8 sentences about the main themes of the article.  

Your thesis statement: 
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Why this topic is important:  

  

EXAMPLE PROJECT PROPOSAL <this one is from aesthetics, but the format is the 
same><minimum requirements - I hope you do more>1: 

 

Name: Elizabeth Scarbrough 

Topic: The experience of ghost buildings  

Literature discussed:  

Janowski, James. “Bringing Back Bamiyan’s Buddhas.” Journal of Applied Philosophy28, no. 1 
(February 2011): 46. 

 

In this article, Janowski discusses the famed Bamiyan Buddhas which were destroyed by the 
Taliban in 2001. He discusses possible forms of resuscitating the Buddhas, in terms of rebuilding 
them or restoring them to their former glory. He believes in order to not allow the Taliban to 
"win" we must rebuild objects that have been destroyed for ideological reasons. The experience of 
the "ghost" Buddhas - or the niches where the Buddhas once stood is a paltry form of aesthetic 
appreciation, in his view, in contrast to the appreciation to the Buddhas in their former glory. I 
will use this article mainly as a foil against my own view. I will argue, contra Janowski, that we 
can have powerful and meaningful aesthetic experiences of where the Buddhas once stood and 
that this sort of aesthetic experience might be more powerful than the experience of a resurrected 
Buddha.  

 

Judkins, Jennifer. “On Things That Are Not There Anymore.” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art 
Criticism72, no. 4 (September 1, 2014): 441–45. doi:10.1111/jaac.12105. 

In this article, Judkins discusses the aesthetic experience of things that are no longer there. She 
discusses natural features as well as architectural features. Her example of natural features are 
valleys that have subsequently been flooded to turn into dams and her example of an architectural 
structure is that of the Globe Theater in the UK. She also discusses re-walking some trails that 
famous explorers walked and why we visit these sites even if nothing of the former site remains. I 
will use her article to buttress my own account that the experience of loss is a powerful aesthetic 
experience not to be discounted.  

 

Thesis statement: In this paper, I will argue that we can have a powerful, meaningful aesthetic 
experience with buildings that no longer exists. These experiences are enhanced when we visit the 

 
1 Non-paper project proposals follow the exact same form. You must discuss the 
relevant literature and provide a thesis statement but then describe how your project will be 
executed.  
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building's former location and engage with what is currently existing on the site. While many 
argue that this sort of engagement is historical or imaginative in nature, I will argue that it should 
be considered properly aesthetic.  

 
Why is this topic important: I believe this topic is important because it will play out in 
debates about cultural property that is destroyed by war or cultural property destroyed by climate 
change. Many of our buildings and other cultural treasures will not survive the next 100 years. 
Should we then forget these treasures? Can we have meaningful engagements with objects that 
are mere ghosts? I argue that we can and should still engage with objects that are no longer there.  

 

 PROJECT PROPOSAL GRADING: 

  Full credit is 4 points 

  Partial credit is 2 points 

  Totally phoning it in is 1 point 

   

 WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE? 

I will give you some audio comments on your project. I might also deny your project 
proposal and you will have to come up with a new proposal to get approved. So it is very 
possible that you receive a full 4 points on your proposal and YET the proposal is denied. 
You will have to submit another idea although you will not be re-graded.  
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ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: FINAL PAPER 
ASSIGNMENT NAME:   Final Paper   
 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATE:  Due 11:59 pm day of our scheduled final 
 
WHERE TO HAND IN THE ASSIGNMENT:  CANVAS 
 
ASSIGNMENT GOAL: To demonstrate mastery of ethical theories and to apply these theories to our 
daily activities. 
 
ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
First, please look at the assignment instructions for your project proposal. From your project proposal I 
expect you to develop a 8-12 page paper using the sources you cited earlier. Assume you are writing a 
paper for someone unfamiliar with your topic. A non-philosopher should be able to read your paper and 
understand your argument.  
 
Your paper must have the following elements: 
 

I. Introduction (7%) 
a. Your introduction should introduce the topic to your readers. It should also introduce 

what articles in philosophy you will use in supporting your argument. You should also 
include a thesis and a roadmap. Instructions can be found here: 
http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/wp-content/uploads/sites/427/2016/10/TEMPLATE-
FOR-YOUR-FIRST-PAPER-INTRODUCTIONS.pdf 

II. Exegesis (50%)  
a. You should present an exegesis for both (or all) articles you are responding to. This should 

comprise the bulk of your paper. In your exegesis you should define all relevant terms. 
Your weekly journal assignments should be helpful training in learning to write this 
section.  

b. Help in writing this section can be found here: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/wp-
content/uploads/sites/427/2016/10/paper_exegesis_pwc.pdf 

c. This is another helpful handout from another professor: 
http://vargasphilosophy.com/Handouts/Howtowrite.pdf 

III. Argument (30%)  
a. Your argument section should showcase your original contribution to the debate. You 

should be arguing for the thesis statement you presented in your introduction. Again, the 
handout I linked to in IIc will be helpfiul here.  

b. If you are having a hard time organizing your thoughts, I would suggest brainstorming a 
draft following the suggestions laid out here: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/wp-
content/uploads/sites/427/2019/02/SUGGESTIONS-FOR-YOUR-ARGUMENT-
SECTION.pdf 

IV. Objection (10%) 
a. You should present one strong objection to your view and then your response. Do not 

strawperson!  
b. Strawman / Strawperson: 

https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies/169/Strawman-
Fallacy 

c. Tips can be found here: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/wp-
content/uploads/sites/427/2016/10/objection_pwc.pdf 
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V. Conclusion 3%) 
a. Remind your audience what you did in your paper and point toward some future 

directions for research or discuss briefly why the topic is important.  
b. Tips here: http://myweb.fiu.edu/escarbro/wp-

content/uploads/sites/427/2016/10/conclusion_pwc.pdf 
c.  

HOW THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE GRADED:  
 
See percentages above associated with the various section of the paper for a rough rubric. I will also 
provide you with a rubric for paper grading.  
 
WHAT FEEDBACK WILL I RECEIVE?  
 For those assignment that are handed in on CANVAS you will receive some brief comments from 
me.  If you would like full comments on your paper write FULL COMMENTS at the top of your 
submission.  
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