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The School Psychology Student Associa-
tion (SPSA) had a very successful year in 
2015-2016! The SPSA Executive Board, 
led by Paulie Martinez (President) and 
Silvana Newman (Vice-President), orga-
nized several events that brought its 
members together to spread awareness 
of School Psychology as well as support-
ing our local community. SPSAôs efforts 
led to all necessary points being earned 
towards next yearôs special allocation 
funding! These funds will be available to 
be used by SPSA during the Fall 2016 
semester and will help fund some of the 
travel costs for the FASP conference as 

well as other expenses.  
 
In the fall, SPSA attended the Autism Walk and hosted a Signature Event that featured the mov-
ie, Extreme Love: Autism. We also distributed NASP brochures and bookmarks related to the 
role of School Psychologists around the FIU Modesto Madique campus. SPSA attended profes-

sional development presentations as well as sporting 
events on campus. Moreover, the graduate students 
attended the Florida Association of School Psycholo-
gists (FASP) conference in Orlando, Fl. We were 
proud to hear that Nathaly Ossa was awarded the 
Ed.S. Graduate Student of the Year Award for the 
state of Florida and Annela Costa was nominated for 
the Faye Henderson Minority Graduate Leadership 

Award.  
 
In February, SPSA members and faculty attended the 
National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) 
conference in New Orleans. Every year, the NASP 

conference presents an excellent networking 
opportunity for students including a mentoring pro-

gram and professional development. In a collaborative  
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effort to support and help our local homeless community, SPSA joined together with 
the Student Organization for Exceptional Children (SOEC) on a collection drive for Miami 

Rescue Mission and donated clothes and hygiene items.  
 
SPSA also organized the annual Meet and Greet at Chiliôs on the FIU campus where 
many of the current students met 
with the new students for the first 
time. This was a great way to es-
tablish social, professional, and 
mentoring relationships outside of 
class. They discussed various 
topics on learning how to navigate 
Graduate School more easily, in-
cluding advice on coursework and 
how to balance school, work, and 
family. These gatherings help to 
continue building a stronger SPSA 

each year .  
 
In April, we held our annual lunch-
eon banquet at Brio in the Dolphin 
Mall to celebrate all the accomplishments of the first-year and second-year students, and 
especially the graduating interns!  Dr. Lazarus presented Annela Costa with the Patty Del 
Valle Humanitarian Award!  This award is given to one student who embodies Dr. Del Val-
leôs compassion, empathy and warmth to everyone. Annela was nominated and selected 
by her peers for this recognition. The interns also received gifts as they finish their intern-

ship in June, and are eagerly awaiting to start their new jobs in the Fall! 
 
Lastly, we wish the new Executive Board the best as they carry on the SPSA tradition!  
Congratulations to Alexa Borroto who was elected as the incoming President for 2016-
2017 academic year. Also on the Executive Board will be Sandra Ferret as Vice President, 
Christina Williams as Treasurer, Melonie Mendez as Secretary, and Bianca Santacoloma 

as Social Chair.  Go Panthers! 

 
 

Alyssa, Paulie, and 
Mailin at the FIU 
Basketball game 

Rodna, alumna Glanel 
Reyes (Ed.S. ô15), and 
Rose at NASP in New 
Orleans 

Silvana, Nahomie, and Alyssa spreading  
School Psychology Awareness on campus 

Interns celebrating at 
the annual banquet 
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Student Accomplishments 

Student conference presentations at NASP 

§ Congratulations to Nathaly Ossa who won the FASP Graduate Studies Award for 

2016! 

§ Annela Costa was nominated for the Faye Henderson Exemplary Leadership Award 
at FASP. She was also nominated and selected by her peers for the Patty del Valle 
Humanitarian Award! To top it off, she was admitted to the Ed.D. program in Excep-

tional Student Education at FIU and will be starting her doctoral studies in Fall 2016! 

§ Laynie Burns received three (3) School of Education scholarships for the 2016-2017 
academic year! She received the Lennar Corporation Scholarship, Felicitas Sanchez 
Scholarship, and the SOE Faculty Scholarship. Laynie was selected for her out-

standing GPA and commitment to education. 

§ Diana Arce and Rose Gourdet were offered School Psychologist jobs at Miami- 
Dade County Public Schools! They are completing their internships in the same 

county. 

§ We are fortunate to have 100% internship placement rate again this year! Jessica 
Rothman and Nahomie Saint Pierre will be at Broward County Public Schools. 
Paulie Martinez will be Jefferson County Public Schools in Denver, Colorado. Mailin 

Delgado, Yesenia Joyas, and Silvana Newman will be at MDCPS. Way to go! 

§ Thank you Paulie Martinez for serving as the FIU Student Ambassador to FASP! 

§ Thank you Annela Costa and Jessica Rothman for serving as NASP Student Lead-

ers! 

§ Annela Costa, Yesenia Joyas, Nathaly Ossa, Paulie Martinez, and Gemma Rosa 

co-presented with Dr. Phil Lazarus at both FASP and NASP conferences. 

§ We want to thank Paulie Martinez and Silvana Newman for their outstanding lead-

ership this year for SPSA! 
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Nathaly Ossa (right)   
receiving award 

Annela Costa 



Graduation Day 2016 
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Congratulations!! 
 

Vanessa Dendinger, Ed.S. 
Rose Gourdet, Ed.S. 

Rodna Francois, Ed.S. 
Lindsay Piontkowski, Ed.S. 

Nathaly Ossa, Ed.S 
Diana Arce, Ed.S. 

Annela Costa, Ed.S. 
 

 

 

 

  


